
Discovering Jesus in the
Old and New Testaments

Illustrated by A.E. Macha

Machowski
Discovering Jesus in the Old and New Testaments

The Gospel Stor y Bible

Can a Bedtime Story Change a Life?
It is easy to forget Jesus in the midst of busy schedules and conflicting priorities, but the truth is that he is the only one who can 
change the lives of parents and children. As you share these Bible stories together, you and your family will meet Jesus and learn 
together a new, life-changing way of recognizing him as the hero of every story. Based on the ESV Bible, this unique, illustrated Bible 
storybook uses 156 stories to present God’s plan of salvation in Christ from its opening narrative in Genesis to its finale in Revelation. 
The Gospel Story Bible is one of the many products available in the Gospel Story for Kids series. 

“The Gospel Story Bible is a treasure for parents. But it’s not just 
for children–Marty traces the gospel through the Bible with 
crystal clarity for all ages. It’s a must buy.”  

Dave Harvey, DMin
Sovereign Grace Ministries; author of When Sinners Say “I Do” 

and Rescuing Ambition

“If you want your children to grow up loving the Bible, then 
introduce them to The Gospel Story Bible. Here you have a 
simple, readable, understandable, and engaging account of 
156 of the most powerful stories in the Bible. Pastor Machowski 
sees the gospel in every story! I highly recommend it.”

Nancy E. Ganz
Author Herein Is Love: A Commentary Series for Children

“Marty’s resources for families and children are on the short 
list of books I actually use in my home. This is a God-centered, 
Scripture-grounded, gospel-driven resource that orients the 
minds of children toward the wondrous works of God.”

Timothy Paul Jones, PhD
Associate Professor of Family Ministry, Southern Seminary

“The Gospel Story Bible presents the grand story line of Christ in all 
of Scripture. Every parent should have a copy.”

Randy Stinson, PhD
Dean, School of Church Ministries, The Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary

“Good news for parents (and grandparents)! Marty Machowski 
has delivered an excellent resource to help us lead children 
spiritually. You will be amazed together at the grace of God 
revealed in Scripture.” 

 C.J. Mahaney
President, Sovereign Grace Ministries;

author of The Cross Centered Life

Marty Machowski is a Family Life Pastor at Covenant Fellowship Church, 
a Sovereign Grace Ministries church in Glen Mills, Pennsylvania, where he 
has served on the pastoral staff for twenty-four years. He is the author of the 
Gospel Story for Kids series including Long Story Short: Ten-Minute Devotions to 
Draw Your Family to God and the Gospel Story Curriculum. He and his wife Lois 
and their six children reside in West Chester, Pennsylvania.

A. E. Macha, BFA (Illustration, Arcadia University) is married with two 
children and lives in Philadelphia. Anne teaches art at a local school and 
has developed her illustration style through exploring art and design in 
diverse cultures. 

w w w . n e w g r o w t h p r e s s . c o m

ISBN 13 978-1-936768-12-7
ISBN 10 1-936768-12-7

U.S. $29.99

KI
DS

 /L
ea

rn
in

g 
to

 R
ea

d/
Bi

bl
e 

St
or

y

Gospel Story Bible Production.indd   1 10/26/11   3:42 PM



9781936768127_00i–xiii.indd   1 10/17/11   11:43 AM



Illustrated by A.E. Macha

Discovering Jesus in the Old and New Testaments

9781936768127_00i–xiii.indd   2-3 10/17/11   11:43 AM



Dedication
This book would not be possible without  

the love and support of my wife Lois.

Together we would like to dedicate this book to our  

six children–the most wonderful kids in the world.

To: Emma, Nathan, Martha, Noah, Anna, and Amel ia.

May the gospel story, rich in these pages, transform your lives  

and then be passed on to the next generation through you.

New Growth Press, Greensboro, NC 27404 

www.newgrowthpress.com 

Text Copyright © 2011 by Covenant Fellowship Church 

Illustration Copyright © 2011 by New Growth Press 

All rights reserved. Published 2011.

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway,  
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Quotations without a specific Bible reference are the author’s paraphrase.

Art Direction: Matt Nowicki 
Cover Design: Tandem Creative, Tom Temple, tandemcreative.net

ISBN 13: 978-1-936768-12-7 
ISBN 10: 1-936768-12-7

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Machowski, Martin, 1963- 
 The Gospel story Bible : discovering Jesus in the Old and New Testaments / Martin Machowski ; [illustrations by A.E. Macha] 
      p. cm. 
 Includes bibliographical references and index. 
 ISBN-13: 978-1-936768-12-7 (alk. paper) 
 ISBN-10: 1-936768-12-7 (alk. paper) 
 1.  Bible stories, English.  I. Macha, A. E. (Anne E.), 1979- II. Title. 
 BS551.3.M245 2011 
 220.9’505--dc23

                                                           2011028987

Printed in United States of America

18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11           1 2 3 4 5

9781936768127_00i–xiii.indd   4-5 10/17/11   11:43 AM



Welcome to The Gospel Story Bible. We hope this book 
opens up the stories of the Bible in a way that captures 
your children’s attention and fosters a love for God’s 
Word that will remain with them for the rest of their 
lives. This Bible storybook focuses on the same Scripture 
passages used in the Gospel Story children’s ministry cur-
riculum. Thus it serves as a storybook Bible for parents 
at home and a book of Bible stories in the classroom  
as well.

Most Bible stories unfold over multiple chapters. The 
ten plagues of Egypt, for instance, are described in the 
course of five chapters of Exodus. That’s too long to read 
to a younger child in one sitting. Other stories are told in 
more than one book of the Bible. Each one tells the story 
from a different perspective and often includes unique 
details. Read about the birth of Jesus only from the book 
of Luke and you will miss the wise men; read it only from 
Matthew and your children won’t hear about the shep-
herds in the fields. Combining these details into one story 
gives you the complete picture.

It is possible to simplify Bible stories so much that you 
edit out important gospel connections to God’s larger 
plan of salvation. In The Gospel Story Bible, we’ve set out 
to preserve this theological detail by ending each story 

with a short commentary, designed to connect events in 
the story to God’s larger redemptive plan. Old Testament 
stories point forward to Jesus. New Testament stories 
point to the cross. The goal is to thread each of the 156 
Bible stories like beads on the silk thread of the gospel, 
creating one picture with them all.

To fill out this larger picture of God’s redemption, 
Bible stories were included from the New Testament 
Epistles. By combining events as described in the book of 
Acts with the teaching from the New Testament letters, 
the history of the early church comes alive.

As is true in any Bible storybook, we had to skip over 
“good” portions of a Bible story to get to the “best” parts, 
so reading the Bible itself with your children is still very 
important. If you read a Bible story from this book first, 
it will help your child understand the story more easily. 
Then, if you wish, you can follow up another day and 
read a portion of the same story directly from Scripture. 
To help you, we’ve included the Bible references within 
the stories and each one lists the larger passages of Scrip-
ture on which the story is based.

We hope that this storybook introduces the Bible to 
your children in a way that creates a hunger and thirst for 
God’s eternal Word.
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Mellinger, who read through each story and offered their 
critique, and to my editor, Sue Lutz, for the careful, pa-
tient, transforming effort she put into this project.

As is the case with any children’s book, the illustra-
tions form a critical component. I would like to thank 
Anne Macha for the wonderful illustrations she created. 

I love Anne’s use of line work to create textures and pat-
terns that are showcased in the stars  over Abraham, the 
steam flowing from Jacob’s pot of stew, and the sky spi-
raling around the crucifixion. A huge thank you to our 
veteran art director, Matt Nowicki, who helped Anne on 
this project, transforming the look of this book with his 
creative infusion of color.

I am also indebted to the New Growth Press team:  
Karen Jacklin Teears for her artistic eye and commitment 
to excellence and Barbara Miller Juliani for her valuable  
management of this project. The retelling of these won-
derful Bible stories just would not be possible without 
these folks.
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A resource like The Gospel Story Bible can be used in 
many ways for a wide variety of audiences. Here are a few 
suggestions.

As a storybook for your 
	 preschooler

Read the story, and then ask simple questions as you 
point to the illustrations. For example, point to a char-
acter and ask, “Who is this?” When your children guess 
correctly, celebrate their answer and follow up to see if 
they remember what the character did.

As a devotional for your young 	

	 grade school student

Start on Monday by reading the next story in The Gos-
pel Story Bible to your children. Then, on each following 
day, Tuesday through Friday, read your children a portion 
of the story from the Bible itself. In the case of a New 
Testament letter, you might read portions of the letter 
each day.

In the classroom

The Gospel Story children’s ministry curriculum indi-

cates when to read the appropriate story from The Gospel 
Story Bible. Sit down on a chair and invite the children to 
gather around you so they can see the illustrations as you 
read. When you finish the story, go over the listed ques-
tions with your children and invite their comments on 
the illustrations by asking them who they see or what is 
happening in the picture.

By combining these tips with your own creativity, 
you’ll foster a love for the gospel story in your family 
or classroom. No matter how you use The Gospel Story 
Bible, we hope it will draw you and your children more 
closely to God and his Word.

Using the Illustrations and  

	 Questions

Each illustration is designed to bring the story to life, 
and the questions, in the “Let’s Talk About It” section, 
are there to help you interact with your child about the 
gospel. The human figures are intentionally left with-
out color, so that all children can imagine themselves 
in the story. In the last illustration, a picture of people 
from every tribe and nation worshiping around God’s 
throne, the human figures are filled in with different 
colors to illustrate the diversity of God’s family. 

Using the Gospel Story Bible
T h e  S t o r i e s  o f  t h e  O l d  T e s ta m e n t

Story 1: God Creates the World.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Story 2: God Creates Man & Woman.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Story 3: Adam & Eve Disobey God.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Story 4: Cain & Abel.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Story 5: God Chooses Noah.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Story 6: The Rainbow of God’s Promise.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Story 7: The Tower of Babel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Story 8: Abram & God’s Promise.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Story 9: God Makes a Covenant with Abram.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

Story 10: God Gives Abram a New Name.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

Story 11: The Lord Appears to Abraham. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Story 12: God Rescues Lot.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

Story 13: Isaac & Ishmael.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

Story 14: Abraham Is Tested.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Story 15: God Provides a Wife for Isaac. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

Story 16: Jacob & Esau.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

Table of Contents

Story 17: Jacob’s Lie.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Story 18: Jacob’s Dream.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

Story 19: Jacob & Rachel.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

Story 20: Jacob Flees from Laban. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

Story 21: Jacob’s Wrestling Match.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

Story 22: Joseph’s Dreams.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Story 23: Joseph Is Attacked by His Brothers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

Story 24: Joseph Interprets the Dreams.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

Story 25: God Provides for the Israelites in Famine.. . . . . . . . 51

Story 26: Joseph Reveals Himself to His Brothers.. . . . . . . . . 53

Story 27: God Protects Baby Moses.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

Story 28: God Calls Moses.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

Story 29: Moses Confronts Pharaoh.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59

Story 30: God Sends Plagues Against Egypt.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61

Story 31: The Last Plague and the First Passover.. . . . . . . . . . 63

Story 32: God Parts the Red Sea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

9781936768127_00i–xiii.indd   8-9 10/17/11   11:43 AM



Story 33: God Provides Food & Water for Israel.. . . . . . . . . . 67

Story 34: God Gives Moses the Ten Commandments.. . . . . 69

Story 35: The Tabernacle.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Story 36: The Golden Calf.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73

Story 37: God Has Mercy on Israel.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

Story 38: The People of Israel Complain.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

Story 39: Miriam.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79

Story 40: Israel Spies Out the Land.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81

Story 41: Moses Disobeys God.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

Story 42: God Heals Israel with a Bronze Snake.. . . . . . . . . . . 85

Story 43: Rahab’s Help.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

Story 44: Jericho Falls. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

Story 45: Israel and Ai.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

Story 46: God Calls Gideon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

Story 47: Gideon’s Victory.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

Story 48: God Gives Samson Strength.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

Story 49: Samson Loses His Strength.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

Story 50: Ruth.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

Story 51: God Hears Hannah’s Prayers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

Story 52: God Calls Little Samuel.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

Story 53: The God of Israel Cannot Be Captured.. . . . . . . . 107

Story 54: Israel Demands a King.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

Story 55: Saul Disobeys the Lord.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

Story 56: God Chooses a New King.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

Story 57: David & Goliath. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

Story 58: The Ark of God. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

Story 59: David the Psalmist.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119

Story 60: Solomon and the Temple of God.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121

Story 61: The Kingdom Is Divided.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123

Story 62: God Provides for Elijah in Miraculous Ways.. . . . 125

Story 63: Elijah & the Prophets of Baal.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

Story 64: Elijah Is Taken Up to Heaven. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129

Story 65: Elisha’s Ministry.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

Story 66: Naaman Is Cured.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

Story 67: The Fall of Israel.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

Story 68: Good King, Bad King.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

Story 69: Jonah and Nineveh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139

Story 70: Josiah, the Eight-Year-Old King.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

Story 71: The Fall of Jerusalem.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143

Story 72: Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145

Story 73: Four Men in the Furnace.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147

Story 74: The Glory Belongs to God Alone.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

Story 75: Daniel in the Lions’ Den.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151

Story 76: The Exiles Return.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153

Story 77: The Temple Is Completed.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155

Story 78: Nehemiah.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157

T h e  S t o r i e s  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t

Story 79: The Birth of Jesus Foretold.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159

Story 80: The Birth of Jesus.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161

Story 81: Jesus Presented in the Temple.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163

Story 82: The Ministry of John the Baptist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

Story 83: The Baptism of Jesus.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167

Story 84: The Temptation of Jesus.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169

Story 85: The Wedding Feast. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171

Story 86: Jesus Cleanses the Temple.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173

Story 87: Nicodemus.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175

Story 88: Good News. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177

Story 89: The Miraculous Catch.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179

Story 90: Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181

Story 91: The Sermon on the Mount—The Beatitudes.. . . 183

Story 92: The Sermon on the Mount—Love Your Enemies.. . 185

Story 93: The Lord’s Prayer.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187

Story 94: Treasure in Heaven.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189

Story 95: The Wise & Foolish Builders.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191

Story 96: The Four Soils.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193

Story 97: The Hidden Treasure.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195

Story 98: Jesus Calms the Storm.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197

Story 99: Jesus Feeds the Multitude.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199

Story 100: Jesus Walks on Water.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201

Story 101: Take Up Your Cross.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203

Story 102: The Transfiguration.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205

Story 103: Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207

Story 104: Jesus Claims to Be God.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209

Story 105: The Pharisee & the Tax Collector. . . . . . . . . . . . . 211

Story 106: Lazarus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 213

Story 107: Jesus & Zacchaeus.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215

Story 108: Triumphal Entry.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217

Story 109: The Widow’s Offering.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219

Story 110: Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221

Story 111: The Last Supper.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 223

Story 112: Jesus Promises to Send the Holy Spirit.. . . . . . . . 225

Story 113: Jesus Is Arrested.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 227

Story 114: Peter Denies Jesus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229

Story 115: The Crucifixion & the Criminals.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 231

Story 116: The Death of Christ.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 233

Story 117: The Resurrection.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235

Story 118: Doubting Thomas.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237

Story 119: Another Miraculous Catch.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239

Story 120: The Great Commission.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 241

Story 121: The Ascension.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243

Story 122: Pentecost.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245

Story 123: Peter & the Prophet Joel.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247

Story 124: New Believers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249

9781936768127_00i–xiii.indd   10-11 10/17/11   11:43 AM



The Stories 
of the 

Old and New 
Testament

Story 125: The Lame Beggar Walks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251

Story 126: Ananias & Sapphira.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253

Story 127: The Death of Stephen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255

Story 128: Saul Is Knocked to the Ground.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257

Story 129: The Gentiles Are Converted.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259

Story 130: The Fruit of the Spirit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 261

Story 131: The Body of Christ.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 263

Story 132: Love.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265

Story 133: Paul’s Work in Ephesus.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267

Story 134: A New Creation.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269

Story 135: God Loves a Cheerful Giver.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271

Story 136: A Gift of Righteousness.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 273

Story 137: Abraham: Father to All by Faith.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275

Story 138: Believe & Confess.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 277

Story 139: Paul in Chains.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279

Story 140: The Supremacy of Christ. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281

Story 141: Chosen before the World Began.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283

Story 142: From Death to Life.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285

Story 143: The Gift of Men.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287

Story 144: Putting Off the Old Self.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289

Story 145: The Armor of God. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 291

Story 146: The Humility of Christ.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 293

Story 147: Keep Your Eyes on the Prize.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295

Story 148: Character Counts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 297

Story 149: God Breathed the Scriptures.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299

Story 150: The Heart’s Desires.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301

Story 151: Born Again!.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303

Story 152: God’s Word Is Living.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305

Story 153: By Faith.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307

Story 154: Loving One Another.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 309

Story 155: Worthy Is the Lamb.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311

Story 156: At the Throne Worshiping.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 313

9781936768127_00i–xiii.indd   12-13 10/17/11   11:43 AM



3

God’s gospel story starts at the very beginning, when there 
was nothing at all. Nothing at all is hard for us to understand 
because we have to start with something when we create. 
But God didn’t start with light, or the clay of the earth, or 
even invisible air. God started with absolutely nothing at all. 
God spoke into the nothingness and created the heavens and 
the earth. Then he spoke out and commanded, “‘Let there 
be light,’ and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good” (Genesis 1:3–4). God made the daytime and God 
made the nighttime on that first day. 

On the second day God created the sky and the heavens 
above. When God spoke, it happened, just as he wanted. 
One second it wasn’t there, and the next second it was!

On the third day God created the dry land. That 
was the day God made the ground we walk on. He 
commanded the earth to sprout all kinds of green 
plants. That was the day all the grass, bushes, and trees 
were created by God. God looked at the water, the  
earth, the sky, and all the green plants, and he saw that it 
was good. 

On the fourth day God said, “Let there be stars in the 
heavens,” and the stars appeared. God designed them to 
sparkle in the night sky and mark the different days and sea-
sons and years. God made the two great lights: the moon 
to light up the night, and the sun to light up the day. God 
looked at the water, the earth with its plants, the sky, the 

God Creates the World
S t o r y  1

G e n e s i s  1 : 1 — 2 5

Let's Tal k About It!
What was the first thing God made?

What did God make the world out of?

What is your favorite part of God’s creation?

planets, the stars, the moon and the sun and saw that it all 
was good. 

On the fifth day God filled the waters and the sky with 
life. He made all the living creatures of the sea, from the 
smallest fish to the largest whale. He created all the birds, like 
sparrows and eagles and ostriches and doves. God made each 
one special and he saw that all of it was good. God blessed 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the sky and commanded 
them to have lots of little babies so that they could fill all the 
oceans and the whole sky. 

On the sixth day God said, “Let the earth bring forth 
living creatures according to their kinds” (Genesis 1:24). 
God made the creeping things, like spiders and bugs, and 
all the animals that walk on the ground, from the smallest 
mouse to the greatest beast of the earth. And God saw that 
it was good. 

Later in God’s gospel story, we learn one special thing 
from the apostle Paul. Paul wrote that God the Son, who 
became Jesus, created all that we see. “All things were created 
through him and for him” (Colossians 1:16). That means 
that God the Father, God the Holy Spirit, and God the 
Son were all involved in the creation of the earth—and they 
made it out of absolutely nothing! The next time you go for 
a walk on a beach or through a forest, look closely at some-
thing God made and you will see just how wonderful it is. 
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On the sixth day of creation God said, “Let us make man 
in our image” (Genesis 1:26). This is special because out 
of all of God’s creation only human beings were made in 
the image of God. God formed the first human being—a 
man—out of the dust of the ground. Then God breathed 
on him and the man came alive! God called the man Adam. 
He planted a very special garden for Adam to live in, a place 
called Eden. The garden was beautiful, with rivers and trees. 
One special tree was called the Tree of Life, and another tree 
was called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. God 
told Adam to take care of the garden, and he spent time with 
him there. God told Adam he could eat from every tree that 
grew in the garden but one. If Adam ate from the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, he would die. 

But God wasn’t finished creating yet. God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help-
er fit for him” (Genesis 2:18). Adam needed someone like 
him to be his best friend, his helper, and his partner. God 
brought all kinds of animals for Adam to name, but none of 
them were like Adam to be his helper. So God caused Adam 
to fall into a deep sleep. While Adam was sleeping, God took 
out one of his ribs and formed it into a woman. This means 
that the woman was made from Adam’s body. They couldn’t 
be closer, yet they were different from each other too. 

When Adam woke up and saw the woman, he was very 
happy! Now he wasn’t alone any longer. Finally he had a 
helper and a friend! Adam called her Woman because she 
was made from his own body. Together they became the 

very first married couple. God blessed them and told them 
to fill the whole earth with their children and to rule over all 
the rest of God’s creation. God gave them the green plants 
and the fruits of the trees for food. Then God looked at all 
that he created and saw that it was very good. 

That is how the heavens and the earth, the water and sky, 
and everything that fills them were created. When God was 
finished, on the seventh day, he rested from his work. 

Did you know that the creation is so amazing that just 
one look at it, in all its wonder, tells us that God is real and 
powerful? King David once said, “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork” 
(Psalm 19:1). The apostle Paul said that God’s creation is so 
amazing that no one can doubt that God is real. Ever since 
the very beginning of the world, we can see that God is pow-
erful just by looking at the things he made (Romans 1:19–
20). The high point—the best part—of God’s creation was 
when he made human beings. All of creation reflects God’s 
glory in its beauty, but human beings are actually created in 
God’s image. This means that people are the only creatures 
who can live and act like God. We can read God’s Word and 
speak God’s Word, and pray to our God. We can write po-
ems, create pictures, and do countless other things that none 
of the animals can do. But the most important difference 
between us and the animals is that we can be in a relation-
ship with God as one of his sons or daughters!

God Creates Man & Woman
S t o r y  2

G e n e s i s  1 : 2 6 — 2 : 2 5

Let's Tal k About It!
What name did God give to the man?

What animals do you see in the picture?

What makes man and woman different from the animals?
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The wonderful times that the man and the woman en-
joyed, living with God in the Garden of Eden, didn’t last 
very long at all. Satan came into the garden in the form of a 
serpent who wanted to trick them. He went to the woman 
and tempted her to eat the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. That was the only tree God said they should 
not eat from. If they did, they would die. But the serpent 
lied to the woman. He said, “You won’t really die. What 
God said isn’t true. What will really happen is that you will 
become like God.” The woman believed Satan’s lie. She dis-
obeyed God, took some of the fruit, and ate it. She made a 
terrible decision when she disobeyed God. Then, to make it 
even worse, she gave some fruit to Adam, who was with her. 
He ate it and disobeyed God too. 

As soon as they realized what they had done, Adam and 
his wife were ashamed. They took some leaves and tried to 
make clothes for themselves to cover their nakedness. Later 
on, when God came walking in the garden, they were afraid 
and tried to hide from him. But you can’t hide from God 
and you can’t hide your sin from God. God went after Adam 
and asked him why he disobeyed. Adam didn’t have a very 
good answer. He blamed his wife. And when God asked the 
woman why she disobeyed, she blamed the serpent. 

God cursed the serpent for what he had done. Then God 
told the woman that there would be bad consequences for 
disobeying him. Now it would be painful when she had ba-
bies. And instead of getting along happily with her husband, 
she would want to rule over him. It would be hard for them 
to get along. God put a curse on the ground and told Adam 
that from now on, farming would be hard work. The weeds 
would fight against him. God also said that one day they 
would return to the dust of the ground. That meant that 
Adam and his wife would die. That’s what God had said 
would happen, right from the beginning. God was the one 
who had told them the truth, not the serpent. 

This was a very sad day. God sent the first two people out 
of the garden he had made for them and placed an angel on 
guard to keep them out. But in the midst of the sadness, God 
gave them a great hope. When God was cursing the serpent, 
he said that someday the woman would have children and 
one of her children would crush the serpent’s head! Satan 
would be defeated. When Adam heard that promise and un-
derstood that they would live to have children, he gave his 
wife the name Eve. This name meant that she would be the 
mother of everyone who would ever live. 

Did you know that God gave Adam and Eve some clothes 
made of animal skins to cover their nakedness? There was a 
secret promise in those first clothes. To make them, God had 
to sacrifice an animal. That pointed to the day in the future 
when Jesus, God’s only Son, would be born into the world. 
He would come as a son in the family of Adam—a far, far 
off great-grandchild of Adam and Eve. Jesus would die on 
the cross and be punished for the sin of Adam and those 
who would trust in him, so they could once again be in a 
relationship with God. And Jesus would be the one to defeat 
Satan, just as God said.

Adam & Eve 
Disobey God

S t o r y  3

G e n e s i s  3 : 1 — 2 4

Let's Tal k About It!
Why is Eve outside the garden?

Where is Adam?

What is Eve wearing and who gave it to her?

9781936768127_002–035.indd   6-7 10/17/11   11:45 AM




