For Sage, Maya, and Ezra.
You are fearfully and wonderfully made. May
you all come to love and serve the God who
created you in His image for His glory.
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Dear Parent or Caregiver,
Thank you for taking the time to read God Made Me AND You to your child. This book was written to
help you teach your child about the beauty of God’s design for diversity in His image-bearers, with a
particular focus on ethnic diversity.
I wrote this little book because I am convinced from Scripture that ethnic diversity is not something
that should be begrudgingly tolerated but rather enthusiastically celebrated! Passages like Revelation
7:9–10 speak very loudly to God’s ultimate purpose in the gospel—a redeemed, ethnically diverse people
worshiping God together for all eternity.

“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples
and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’”
Revelation 7:9–10

God was intentional in the ways He made us to differ from each other. Like the facets of a jewel, the
glory of God shines all the more brightly as the light of His gospel is reflected through different vessels.
Conversely, God has determined that without ethnic diversity, we lose the ability to see God shine in
particular ways that would have only been possible had there been diversity (Ephesians 2:14–19).
Sadly, in the realm of ethnicity, sin has done what it usually does. It has taken something meant to glorify
God and distorted it. The sins of racism, bigotry, and ethnic pride have manifested themselves in many
ways in our racially-charged culture, both historically and in the present day. These social sins are
learned by children, often from family members, media, or peers.
The gospel offers us a new way. Not just for us, but for our children. When the Lord Jesus stretched out
His hands on the cross, He did it not only with particular people in mind, but with particular people
groups in mind (Revelation 7:9). The Son of God is so glorious, nothing less than the nations would suffice
as His chosen community of worshipers. As Christians, we have the privilege of participating in what
God is doing in redemptive history! We also have the responsibility to teach our children this
kingdom perspective. Countercultural, biblical views don’t just happen. They must be taught.
I pray that the Lord will use this book to help all who read it see the purposeful
beauty in how God made us all different, and that it would lead to a lifelong
embrace and pursuit of ethnic diversity for the glory of God.

Grace and peace,

Shai

